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MINNESOTA LIBRARY ASSOCIATION. 


The fourteenth annual meeting of the 
Minnesota Library Association will be held 
at Austin, October 25-27. 

The first session, Thursday evening, will 
open with the President’s address on the 
“Social side of the librarian’s life,” followed 
by a trustees’ round table for the discussion 
of-their duties and opportunities. The pro- 
gram will be short, leaving the remainder 
of the evening for an informal reception for 
the promotion of acquaintance. 

Friday morning will be devoted to a dis- 
cussion of “Every-day problems,” including, 
Loaning more than one book at a time, 
Loaning reference books, Renewals, Trans- 
fers, Seven-day books and Fines, Foreign 
books for the small library, Sunday open- 
ing, Library house-keeping. The papers 
will be short, allowing ample time for full 
discussion and interchange of experience. 

In the afternoon, a “Traveling library 
round table” will be conducted by Miss 
Gratia Countryman, Librarian of the Minne- 
apolis Public Library. The various lines 
of development of the system will be dis- 
cussed, and reports from librarians in 


charge of the libraries will be given. 
After four o’clock the association will be 
in the hands of the local entertainment 





committee who have promised a pienic if 
the weather permits. In the evening a pub- 
lic meeting will be held with an address 
by Mr. C. W. Ames, Trustee of the St. Paul 
Public Library. His subject will be ‘‘Ma- 
terialism and the Public Library.” Mr. 
Ames is a man of broad culture and ready 
wit, and the program committee is to be 
congratulated on being able to secure: him 
for this occasion. 


On Saturday morning the subject of the 
Public School and Public Library will be 
discussed, especially considering «he im- 
portance of co-operation between school 
library and public library. Superintendent 
Kunze of Red Wing will speak from the 
stand-point of the school and Mrs. Conner 
of Austin from the stand-point of the library. 

The question box and business meeting 
will occupy the remainder of the session, 
and the meeting will adjourn at noon. 


There are in Minnesota about 100 libra- 
ries including free and association libraries, 
college and normal school libraries. Of the 
entire number 42 have been represented at 
meetings of the Association. The coming 
meeting should have a specially full repre- 
sentation from the libraries in Southern 
Minnesota, many of which have never been 
identified with the association. Austin is 
conveniently reached from the east and 
west by the Southern Minn. division of the 
Cc. M. & St. P. Ry. and from the north by 
the I. & M. Division of the C. M. & St. P. 
Ry. as well as by the Chicago Great West- 
ern Road. 

A special effort is being made by the 
officers of the association to increase its 
membership and especially to enlist the 
interest of trustees. Of the entire member- 
ship of the association, (in the neighborhood 
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of 60) there are but 8 trustees, notwith- 
standing the fact that trustees outnumber 
librarians nine to one. Librarians can ob- 
tain much practical help and inspiration 
from a discussion of their problems and 
ideals but they must necessarily look at 
their work from the same point of view, 
and need the intelligent judgment and 
breadth of view which active business and 
professional men and women bring to the 
meetings. It is hoped to organize a 
trustees’ section at Austin, which should 
have the interest and support of all members 
of library boards. 

The itinerary pictures purchased by the 
libraries of Rochester, Red Wing and Still- 
water will be on exhibition, and possibly 
other collections of pictures suitable for 
children’s rooms. The Library Commission 
will also exhibit its collection of picture 
books and a few picture bulletins. The Mc- 
Devitt-Wilson Bargain Book Shop of New 
York will send a sample collection of books 
listed in the A. L. A. Catalog, which are 
offered at low prices. 

The Fox Hotel (rates, $2.00 per day) will 
be the headquarters of the association. As 
accommodations there are somewhat limit- 
ed, those planning to attend the meeting 
should reserve rooms at an early day. 


SUMMER SCHOOL. 


The sixth annual session of the Summer 
School for Library Training was held at the 
State University, June 19 to July 27, 1906. 
There were 14 regular students in attend- 
ance and three others attended the special 
lectures on children’s work. The class as 
a whole was unusually well prepared for the 
work and the sustained faithfulness and en- 
thusiasm of all its members was most grati- 
fying to the instructors. The school was 
under the direction of the secretary of the 
commission, who also gave the lectures on 
classification, accession, shelf-list, adminis- 
tration and library extension. Mrs Karen 
M. Jacobson, Vice Director, was in charge 
of the school during the first three weeks, 
while the director was absent in attendance 
upon the A. L. A. conference. Mrs. Jacob- 
son also gave the lectures on cataloging, 
book-selection and binding. The lectures on 
reference work by Miss Margaret Palmer, 
of the Rochester Public Library were of 
great practical value and full of inspiration 
as will be seen from the following outline 
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of subjects included: 

Indexes and Bibliographies; Mechanical 
aids and devices; The Reference helper— 
characteristics of; The Reference Book— 
what distinuishes it? The Reference Col- 
lection—Essentials; Loaning of reference 
books; Freedom of access; Statistics of use; 
Compariscn of a few of the most valuable 
books in each class; Club programs; Buy- 
ing of reference books; Secondhand books 
and remainders. 

Miss Edna Lyman, of the Oak Park (Ill) 
Public Library gave the lectures on child- 
ren’s work, dealing chiefly with the subject 
of the books themselves, emphasizing the 
paramount importance of careful selection 
in a small library, and giving suggestive 
criticisms of recommended lists. A collec- 
tion of children’s books including picture 
books for smallest children was on exhibi- 
tion in the director’s office where a chil- 
dren’s corner provided with low round table 
and chairs proved a very popular place for 
students to spend a few odd moments. Miss 
Lyman also talked of work with schools and 
pictures and bulletins: Her rare combina- 
tion of high ideals and sane common sense 
was an inspiration and comfort to librarians 
of small libraries who become discouraged 
at the impossiblity of doing the work of 
several departments single-handed. 


A new feature which was added to 
the course this year was the special 
lecture on lettering of books, labels 
and picture bulletins by Miss Mary Moulton 
Cheney of the Minneapolis School of Fine 
Arts. Miss Cheney demonstrated on the 
black-board practical methods of planning, 
centering and spacing of letters, showing 
different styles of arrangement, size and 
shape. She also criticised the exhibit of 
picture-bulletins, calling special attention to 
arrangement and size of lettering, color 
schemes and margins. This collection was 
of unusual interest, being almost entirely 
the work of former students of the school, 
and the criticisms of an unprejudiced ex- 
pert were of great value, showing that the 
work on the bulletins was on the whole 
very creditable. 

The usual visits were made to the libraries 
of St. Paul and Minneapolis where Miss 
Countryman gave an inspiring talk on 
“Librarianship as a profession;” also to the 
binderies and the publishing house of the 
H. W. Wilson Co, 





In spite of threatening clouds, the plans 
for Stillwater and Hudson day were carried 
out according to schedule. The trip to Still- 
water was made by trolley and here the 
class was entertained at dinner. In the 
afternoon two launches conveyed the party 
to Hudson where Miss Dorothy Hurlbert, Li- 
brarian, made a very charming hostess. 
The class was also iuvited to an informal 
tea at the craft bindery of Miss Edith 
Griffith, but owing to a cloud-burst, only a 
few brave souls were able to take advantage 
_of this opprtunity to visit the Handicraft 

“Guild. The following is a list of students: 

Miss Elizabeth Conner, Public Library, 
Redwood Falls, Minn. 

Miss Alta M. Cummings, Public Library, 
Blue Earth, Minn. 

Miss Ruth Ely, Public Library, 
Minn. 

Miss Celia Frost, 
Minn. 

Mr. Chas. B. Hilton, Crozer Seminary, Ches- 
ter, Pa. 

Miss Lydia T. Lagerstrom, 
Library, Alexandria, Minn. 

Mrs. Alice A. Lamb, Public 
Litchfield, Minn. 

Miss Sara A. McLeod, Normal School Li- 
brary, Marquette, Mich. 

Miss Lillian Mirick, Public Library, Fargo, 
N. D. 

Miss Adelaide E. Mason, High School Li- 
brary, Warren, Minn. 

Mrs. Augusta Nichols, Renville, Minn. 

Mrs. Emma Sibley, Public Library, Worth- 
ington, Minn. 


Duluth 
Public Library, Willmar, 
High School 


Library, 


Miss Augusta Starr, 
Glencoe, Minn. 


Miss Eva G. Wheeler, 
Minneapolis, Minn. 


Stevens Seminary, 


Sheridan School, 


AMERICAN LIBRARY ASSOCIATION 

The A. L. A. Conference of 1906, which 
was held at Narragansett Pier, R. L, June 
29th to July 6th, 1906, was one of unusual 
interest, and showed in a marked way the 
extent and growth of the library movement 
in many directions, and the broad lines 
upon which the public library of the present 
day is building its policy. 

The papers read at the general sessions 
included such broad subjects as The Public 
library as a municipal institution, Library 
buildings, and The Library in relation to 
special classes of readers. The second 
general session was a joint meeting of the 





Library Department of the N. BE. A. and A. 
L. A. Dr. Nathan C. Schaeffer, Pres. of the 
N. E. A. delivered a notable address making 
a strong plea for close co-operation between 
the public library and public school, and 
for the recognition of the library as an inte- 
gral part of a system of education. In 
this connection the subject of library work 
with ckildren was for the first time given 
a place on the general program, and was 
ably presented in the papers by Miss L. E. 
Stearns of the Wisconsin Library Com- 
mission on the Problem of the girl, and 
by Miss Clara W. Hunt of the Brooklyn 
Library on The children’s library a moral 
vorce. 

The afternoon program of July 4th pre 
sented a most “interesting array of speakers 
from outside the library ranks.” Gov. Utter 
of Rhode Island spoke on the place of li- 
braries in public education. Pres. Faunce 
of Brown University made an address full 
of suggestion and interest, pointing out de- 
fects and tendencies in present day culture. 
Owen Wister, introduced as “The Virgin- 
ian” was received with great applause and 
read a forceful and suggestive essay on 
“Subjects fit for fiction.” Brander Mathews 
of Columbia University followed with an 
address upon the influence of the present 
vast infiux of immigrants upon American 
life and character, thoughtful, and striking 
a high note of hopefulness and tolerance. 

Sunday was a day of rest, the evening 
being given over to singing and author’s 
readings by Mr. Harry L. Koopman, libra- 
rian of Brown University, Mr. Robert G. 
Welsh of the N. Y. Telegram, Mr. Sam 
Walter Foss, Librarian of Somerville, 
Mass., Public Library, and Miss Dotha 
Stone Pinneo of Norwalk, Conn. Stereop- 
ticon views of the last twelve conferences 
followed, displayed with running comment 
by Mr. F. W. Faxon, and held a large au- 
dience intent until nearly midnight. 

In addition to the general sessions, there 
were meetings of the Catalog section, Chil- 
dren’s librarians’ section, College and rei- 
erence section and Trustees’ section, of the 
League of Library Commissions, the Nation- 
al Association of State Libraries and the 
Bibliographical Society of America, and 
round tables for small libraries and pro- 
prietary libraries. All of these were well 
attended bearing witness to the varied 
lines of activity which are now represented 





im library work. 

Narragansett Pier proved a most delight- 
ful place for meeting, affording ample ac- 
commodations at the hotels and numerous 
opportunities for recreation out of doors, 
in the way of drives, walks, trolley rides, 
and, best of all, bathing. While there were 
no formal social functions, there was a 
perpetual informal reception in the roomy 
corridors and piazzas of the Headquarters 
Hotel, and many gatherings and reunions 
of those with common interests of one kind 
or another. The Minnesota delegation, 15 
strong, gave a special dinner on the evening 
of July 4th. 

Providence day was filled with varied ex- 
periences. The party were taken from 
Narragansett in special trolley cars, and 
then by steamer up the bay to Providence. 
Luncheon was served at Sayles Hall on the 
University Campus, and the Public, Brown 
University, John Carter Brown, Athenaeum, 
Historical Society and State Libraries were 
visited. The John Carter Brown Memorial 
Library is unique both in the beauty and 
elegance of all its appointments, and in 
the priceless value of its collection of 
Americana and early printed books, while 
the Providence Public Library has long stood 
for all that is best in library progress, and 
Mr. Foster’s well known “Standard library” 
proved so attractive that many visitors bare- 
ly reached the boat in time. On the return 
a “shore dinner’ was served at Rocky 
Point, and after clam chowder, baked clams, 
clam fritters, two kinds of fish, baked sweet 
potatoes, soft shell crabs, lobster, water- 
melon, ice cream and coffee, it was no 
wonder that the scene of this feast was 
rechristened by a member of the council— 
“Royal Gorge!” About 300 of the party 
spent the day following the conference, 
in Newport, most of these returning to 
Narragansett for final departure, while a 
constantly diminishing party went on to 
Fall River, New Bedford and finally to Nan- 
tucket where about 50 enjoyed a visit of 
four days in this quaint “island home.” 

The delegation from Minnesota included 
Mrs. Helen McCaine and Miss Maud Smith 
from the St. Paul Public Library; Miss 
Katharine Patten, Miss Josephine Cloud, 
Miss Blanche Seeley and Miss Lois Speare 
from the Minneapolis Public Library; Miss 
Lettie M. Crafts and Miss L. May Brooks 
from the Library of the University of Min- 
nesota.; Mr. and Mrs. H. W. Wilson of the 





H. W. Wilson Pub. Co., and Miss Laura M. 
Sikes of Mirneapolis; Miss Lydia M. Poirier 
of the Duluth Public Library; Miss Louise 
M. Fernald of the Redwood Falls Public 
Library, and Miss Clara F. Baldwin of the 
Library Commission. Seven of these,—Mrs, 
McCaine, Miss Smith, Miss Cloud, Miss 
Crafts, Miss Brooks and Mr. and Mrs. Wil- 
son formed one seventh of the Nantucket 
party. 

An invitation has been extended to the A. 
L. A. by the libraries of the Twin Cities to 
held its meeting in Minnesota in 1908, and 
a strong effort will be made to present the 
attractions of our state in such a way as 
to convince the council in our favor. 


TWIN CITY LIBRARY CLUB. 


The fourth meeting of the Twin City Li- 
brary Club was held Monday, May 7th at 
the Minneapolis Public Library. Supper 
was served at7o’clock inthe new children’s 
room. A brief business session followed, 
after which the meeting was turned over 
to Miss Countryman as hostess. Miss Coun- 
tryman welcomed the club and announced 
that some of the special features of the li- 
brary would be explained by heads of vari- 
ous departments. Miss Cloud, superintend- 
ent of circulation, gave an interesting ac- 
count of the system of branches and sta- 
tions, by which books are made easily ac- 
cessible in every part of the city; Miss Todd 
of the Art Department gave a short talk on 
the building up and scope of the fine collec- 
tion of fine art books, which ranks third in 
the United States, and Miss Patten read a 
short sketch of the Minneapolis Athenaeum, 
telling of its early history and the arrange 
ment by which it is combined with the 
Public Library. The remainder of the even- 
ing was spent in visiting the different de- 
partments of the library and the loan collec- 
tion of original drawings from Collier’s 
Magazine on exhibition in the Art Gallery. 

An excursion down the Mississippi River 
took place on Saturday, July 2ist. The 
Minneapolis members of the club took the 
steamer “Hiawatha” at the Minnehaha Falls 
landing, and were joined at Fort Snelling 
by the St. Paul delegation. Supper was 
served on the boat, and a delightful even- 
ing on the river followed. About 50 mem- 
bers of the club and their friends were pres- 
ent and all agreed that the excursion should 
be made an annual event. 
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ITINERARY PICTURES. 


The plan suggested by Miss Palmer of 
the Rochester Library, in Library Notes 
and News for February last, has been suc- 
cessfully inaugurated. A committee was 
appointed consisting of Miss Palmer, Chair- 
man, Miss Emma Roberts of Minneapolis 
as art critic, and Miss Baldwin representing 
the Commission. Three sets of pictures 
have been purchased and a fourth will soon 
be added by the Litchfield Public Library. 

The Red Wing Library chose a group of 
three classic pictures including, Raphael’s 
“Sistine Madonna,” Donatello’s “St. George,” 
and Guido Reni’s “St. Michael,” and three 
modern pictures including Burne-Jones’ 
“Hope,’ Watts’ “Sir Galahad,” and Sar- 
gent’s “Hosea.” These were the gift of Mrs. 
Williston and Mrs. Sheldon, two members 
of the Library Board. The Stillwater Li- 
brary purchased a set of American child 
classics by W. L. Taylor, illustrating Long- 
fellow’s poems. Thesubjectsinclude: “The 
Children’s Hour,” “The Hanging of the 
Crane,” “John Alden and Priscilla,” “Evan- 
geline,” “The Building of the Ship,” and 
“The Village Blacksmith.” The Rochester 
Library added six of the charming colored 
pictures of child life, by Jessie Wil- 
cox Smith. The pictures in each group 
are of uniform size, framed in simple flat 
frames, and a stout case lined with felt has 
been specially made to fit each set so that 
they may be safely sent by freight. The 
Commission furnishes the cases and pays 
transportation charges. The three groups 
of pictures already purchased were ex 
hibited in the office of the Commission 
during Biennial week, and were then sent 
to their respective libraries. At the end 
of three months they will be exchanged, 
eventually returning to the library which 
owns them. Several other libraries have 
expressed interest in this plan of co-opera- 
tion, and will probably join the circle this 
fall. 


Annual Meeting. The annual meeting of 
the Commission was held at the office of 
the Commission, May 7th. Plans for the 
Summer School and for a Library Exhibit 
during the Biennial meeting of the General 
Federation of Women’s Clubs were ratified, 
a report of the past year’s work was given, 
and the budget for the coming year was 
discussed informally. A slight change was 





made in the organization of the Commis* 
sion, Miss Baldwin being given the title of 
secretary, and Mrs. Jacobson that of li- 
brarian. Miss Countryman is still recording 
secretary and chairman of the executive 
committee. 

Library Exhibit. At the request of the 
Library Extension Committee of the Gene- 
ral Federation of Women’s Clubs, the com- 
mission arranged a library exhibit in the 
office during Biennial week. The recep- 
tion room was furnished as a children’s 
corner with low round table and chairs, 
and a collection of approved children’s 
books was placed on the shelving around 
the walls with picture books on a low 
magazine rack. The three collections of 
itinerary pictures purchased by the librar- 
ies of Red Wing, Rochester and Stillwater 
were on the walls and made a very attract- 
ive exhibit. Photographs and plans of 
library buildings in Minnesota were also 
displayed as well as traveling libraries 
for general readers and for study clubs. 
On Saturday afternoon, June 2, the Com- 
mission was at home to librarians, library 
boards, ahd others specially interested in 
library work, and tea was served from 
three to five. 


AIBS FOR LIBRARIANS. 

Becks on Electricity. Pratt Institute 
Free Library (Brooklyn, N. Y.) has recent- 
ly published an annotated list of books on 
electricity, prepared| by Mr. Herbert L 
Cowing. “The annotations have been 
made, as far as possible, from the point of 
view of the student or user of books who 
is without special training in electricity,” 
and will be found extremely useful in se- 
lecting books on this subject. The list will 
be sent to any address on request. 

Best Novels. A revised edition of the 
list of “A Thousand of the Best Novels,” 
compiled by the Newark Free Public Li- 
brary in 1904 has recently been published, 
and copies may be obtained of the Com- 
mission at five cents each. 

Book-binding for Libraries. “Notes on 
Book-binding for libraries,” by John Cotton 
Dana, Librarian Free Public Library, New- 
ark, N. J., is a valuable addition to library 
literature, coming from a recognized au- 
thority on this important subject. As the 
title indicates, the book is intended for the 
help of librarians in the binding and re 
binding of library books. Some of the sub- 











jects included are binding,—the process, re- 
binding, bindings for a library, specifica- 


tions, pamphlets, paper making, leather, 
book cloths, technical terms used in book- 
binding, styles of ornament, repairing 


books, binding records. The book is pub- 
lished by the Library Bureau at 75 cents 
in uniform style with Dana’s Library 
primer, price $1.00, and both books should 
be on the library literature shelf of every 
public library in the state. 

Books and Life. The A. L. A. Publishing 
Board has added to its reprint series, the 
address on Books and Life, delivered by Dr. 
E. A. Birge at the meeting of the Wiscon- 
sin Library Association, and published in 
the Library Journal, May, 1906. The ad- 
dress is a scholarly discussion of some 
of the modern library problems and con- 
tains much food for thought. Copies may 
be obtained from the Commission, or from 
the A. L. A. Publishing Board at 5 cents 
each, or $3.00 per 100 in lots of 25 or more. 

Library Work. The H. W. Wilson Co., 
Minneapolis, have added to their list of 
publications, Library Work, a bibliography 
and digest of current library literature. 
The numbers as issued will include, in 
addition to a bibliography of current library 
literature, notes on library progress and 
items of interest to librarians. Current 
numbers sent free to librarians on request. 
Back numbers 25 cents per copy. 

Binders for A. L. A. Book Lists. The 
Waldorf Bindery Co., of St. Paul, has de- 
vised a very convenient temporary binder 
for current numbers of the A. L. A. Book- 
List. The pamphlets are held between the 
adjustable covers with paper fasteners so 
that each number can be put in place as 
it appears. The complete volume for a year 
should be permanently bound as it forms 
a supplement to the A. L. A. Catalog, but 
some convenient way of preserving current 
numbers is very essential, as it is difficult 
to obtain back numbers ji? any of these 
have been lost or mislaid. These binders 
may be obtained of the Commission at 15 
cents each, with title lettered in gold, or 
12% cents without lettering. 


Miss Josephine Morton, librarian of the 
Owatonna Public Library, reports that the 
library has duplicates of the following 
publications, which she will be glad to 
send to any library in the state which 
will pay the transportation: 





U. S. Education, Bureau of. Annual re- 
ports of the Commissioner, 1892-1899. 


National Educational Association. 
ceedings, 1903. 

Minnesota Legislative Manual, 1895, 1897, 
1899, 1901. 


Pro4 


NEWS OF MINNESOTA LIBRARIES. 

Akeley. Mr. F. L. Walker has presented 
a new book case to the reading room. 
Fifty new books have been added to the 
library, and. the Association is planning to 
open a kindergarten in connection with the 


reading room. 


Albert Lea. A handsome new clock has 
been purchased for the library, the money 
nearly all coming from outside the regular 
library funds. 

Austin. The Carnegie library has re- 
ceived a set of Stoddard’s Lectures from 
the Ladies’ Floral Club, which was the 
original founder of the library, and still 
shows its interest in a most acceptable 
way. 

Bemidji. E. H. Winter & Co. allowed 
the Library Association a percentage on all 
cash sales for Saturday, May 19. The 
ladies of the Association assisted the sales- 
women on that day. 

Miss Mabel Kemp has been elected li- 
brarian, succeeding Mrs. H. G. Hays. 

Benson. “ hall game between the Firemen 


and the fas-Beens’ was played at Ben- 
son, June i8, for the benefit of the Public 
Library. 


Blue Earth. At the May meeting of the 
Library Board, it was unanimously voted 
to rescind the regulation charging a fee of 
$1.00 a year to non-residents, and to issue 
borrower’s cards to any one living in the 


| vicinity of the city upon application signed 





by a resident tax payer. To advertise this 
extension cf privileges, attractive placards, 
with cut of library, hours of opening, 
and the announcement that the reading 
rooms are “Free to All the World,” have 
been posted in the post office, court house, 
city hall, creamery, mill, depot, and in all 
banks, hotels, restaurants and _ barber 
shops in the city, also in the depots and 
banks of all surrounding villages which 
are tributary to Blue Earth. 

Caledonia. The Public Library is now 


lecated in the High School building and is 
open on two evenings each week. 
Cannon Falls. 


The Library Board has 
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decided to discontinue the reading room for 
the present until less expensive quarters 


can be secured. 

Cioguet. A reading room for children 
has been fitted up in the west room of the 
Public Library. The men’s reading and 


smoking room in the basement has also 


been opened. 
Crockston. Through the efforts of the 


Commercial Club the city council has ap- 
propriated $1,250 for the purchase of a site 
for the Carnegie Library. The offer of 
$12,500 for the building was made more 
than two years ago, but the matter has 
been delayed on account of a disagreement 
between the city council and the Library 
Board regarding the location of the build- 
ing. 

The Town Improvement League has re- 
cently presented the library with a set of 
the International Encyclopedia. 

Fergus Falls. The Traveling Art Gallery 
of the Minnesota Federation of Women’s 
Clubs was secured by the Women’s Club at 
Fergus Falls for exhibit at the library dur- 
ing the latter part of May. The exhibit 
consists of about one hundred pictures 


chiefly by American artists. 


Hutchinson. The Library Board con- 
ducted a flower-raising contest among the 
school children furnishing seeds at a penny 
a package. 

The net profits on the entertainment 
course given last season were about $50. 

JacksOn. The Woman’s Club of Jackson 
whose plan of work is civic betterment, 
has undertaken definite work for the Public 
Library, each member pledging herself to 
give some sort of an entertainment for its 
benefit. These have varied from an auction 
to a baby show, closing with a supper 
at the library rooms early in May. 

Litchfield. The Woman’s Literary Club 
recently presented the Public Library with 
copies of several of Shakespeare’s plays. 

LeRoy. The Library Association gave a 
dinner, July 4, for the benefit of the library. 

Luverne. The project of extending the 
privileges of the library to all people in 
the county was presented to the county 
commissioners at their July meeting, but 
the commissioners felt that residents of 
more distant parts of the county would be 
unable to derive any benefit from the plan, 
and recommended that the matter be taken 
up by adjacent townships. 

Mankato. Miss Minnie mcGraw, who 
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has been librarian of the Public Library 
since its establishment twelve years ago, 


has resigned her position on account of 
her health. During her connection with 
the library she has been actively interested 
in the Minnesota Library Association, 


which she has served as vice president 
and secretary. 

Miss Maud van Buren, formerly of the 
Owatonna Public Library, has been elected 
to succeed Miss McGraw, and assumed her 
duties, Aug. 15. Miss van Buren needs no 
introduction to Minnesota library workers, - 
all of whom will cordially welcome her 
return to the state. 


Marshall. The report of the library 
shows that the circulation for the first half 
of 1906 is 6,818, nearly double that of the 
same period in 1905. The attendance in 
the reading room has also greatly in- 
creased. 3 

Mr. J. P. Lester has presented the library 
with a set of “Orations from Homer to Mc- 
Kinley,” in twenty-five volumes. 

Minneapolis. A new branch was opened 
in August at Seven Corners on the South 
Side, and is already proving very popular; 
1,791 persons used the reading room during 
the first three weeks. Of these, 420 were 
Another sub-station and down-town 
reading room was opened Sept. 4 in the 
city hall to take the place of the one 


| formerly located at the Salvation Army 


headquarters. 

A. system of traveling libraries to be sent 
to the fire engine houses is to be inaugu- 
rated. , 

Vacation cards enabling patrons who are 
leaving the city to secure ten books for 
the summer months, were more popular 
than ever this year. 

Minneapolis — University of Minnesota 
Library. James T. Gerould, of the Uni- 
versity of Missouri has been elected librar- 
ian of the University of Minnesota, and en- 
ters upon his duties with the opéning of 
the fall term. 

Montevideo. The work on the new Car- 
negie building is going forward very satis- 
factorily. The plans were made by Martin 
Granum of Montevideo and special atten- 
tion has been given to all the details of 
furniture and fittings. 

Moorhead. The library was opened in- 
formally July 12, with about 1,100 volumes 
on the shelves, many of them being gifts 














from Prof. F. A. Weld, Mr. S. G. Comstock 
and others. The young people of Moorhead 
together with a committee from the Li- 
brary Board gave an entertainment for the 
library by which $150 was raised for pur- 
chase of books. 

Morris. The annual report of the Morris 
Public Library shows a very prosperous 
condition. The first year in the new 
building has been completed with a good 
balance in the treasury and $400 will be 





spent for books in the near future. Of this 
amount $150 will be set aside for books 
needed for special work by literary socie- 
ties or individuals; $150 for children’s 
books and $100 for general literature. 

Pipestone. Bird and Arbor Day was ob- 
served at the library April 28, with an ex- 
hibit of pictures, books, charts and mount- 
ed birds and a short program in the even- 
ing. 

Red Wing. Mrs. W. C. Williston and 
Mrs. C. E. Sheldon, two members of the 
Library Board have presented six pictures 
for the children’s room, to be Red Wing’s 
contribution to the itinerary picture 
scheme described in another column. Mrs. 
J. M. Hodgman has presented to the li- 
brary a set of the “World’s Greatest Liter- 
ature” in 61 volumes. 

Redwood Falls. Miss Louise Fernald 
has resigned her position as librarian to 
attend Pratt Institute Library School. Miss 
Elizabeth Conner, who attended the Minne- 
sota Summer School for Library Training 
in 1906, has been elected to succeed her 
and entered upon her duties Sept. 1. 

Rochester. Informal morning talks were 
given during the summer, one on “Bird 
Books,” and another to the Summer School 
students on “Best Reading.” 

Vacation books were loaned in generous 
allotments for extended periods of time to 
those going out of town for the summer. 

Sleepy Eye. An excellent course of en- 
tertainments for the season of 1906-7 has | 
been arranged for the benefit of the 
library. 
Spring Valley. The library has received | 

| 





$21 worth of books from the “Up-to-date 
Club,” and $20 worth of books from the 
“Tourist Club.” 

Stillwater. A number of gifts have been 
presented to the library the past few 
months. Two flower beds given by Mr. Frank 
Berry have been placed on the west side of | 
the lawn, adding a great deal to the beauty | 


of the grounds. Mrs. Helen McClure pre. 
sented a lawn settee which is stationed on 
the east side, where people may rest after 
climbing the two flights of stairs and en- 
joy the view of thé city and river valley. 
Mr. Elmore Lowell has provided binders 
for all the magazines in the reading room. 
They are much appreciated as they pre. 
serve the magazines in good condition and 
add to the orderly appearance of the room. 
During the summer a number of fine wall 
pictures were loaned to the library by the 
Lincoln School. 

Thief River Falls. The city council has 

purchased the property of the former Li- 
brary Association including the library 
building, with books and furniture for $900. 
An appropriation of $500 has alsa been 
granted for the expenses of the coming 
year. Mr. L. G. Browning who has been 
librarian since the library was organized 
has resigned his position and Mrs. Blanch- 
ard has been elected as his successor. 
Some new furniture has been purchased by 
the former Library Association with the 
surplus remaining in their treasury. 
_ Wells. The public library was formally 
opened on May 4. A program was given 
in the opera house consisting of music, 
recitations and a short talk by the secre 
tary of the Library Commission, who spent 
several days in Wells organizing the li- 
brary. After the program, frappe was 
served in the library room and an informal 
reception was held. The library opens 
with about 1,000 books, located in a large, 
well furnished room in the village hall. 

White Bear. Miss Jennie Extrand has 
resigned her position as librarian and Miss 
Stella M. Long has been elected to succeed 
her. 

Willmar. A flower show for the benefit 
of the library was held in the basement of 
the library building during the last week in 
August. The receipts were over $100. 

Winona. A reading room and brangh 
of the Winona Free Library has been 
opened in the Washington .School building. 
It will be open three evenings during the 
week, and on Saturday afternoon. Be 
tween 200 and 300 books will be placed in 
the branch, including a number of Polish 
books. The reading room is also supplied 


with Winona papers and some magazines. 
Miss Mabel Sterner will have charge of 
the branch for the present until a special 
attendant can be secured for the work. 
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